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had to discontinue overtime, slowing
our review of benefit claims. This has
led to delays for an average of 1,400 vet-
erans a day.

I say to my colleagues, rather than
coddling those who wish to wave a Con-
federate flag in front of the White
House, let us respect veterans whose
lives are in cemeteries or whose lives
have been recognized by being buried in
America’s cemeteries. Let us stop the
foolishness and put on the floor of the
House the reasonable response to open-
ing the government now so that men
who are mourning, those who have
flags that are truly the American flag,
are being respected, not those who wish
to be in front of the White House. Open
the government now.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HULTGREN). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired. Members are re-
minded to heed the gavel.

——————

LET’S COME TOGETHER TO
RESOLVE THE DEBT

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Here we are, folks, my col-
leagues, fellow Americans. In just a few
days, the United States may not be
able to pay its debts. That would be
horrible for the country and for leader-
ship as we know it.

Mr. Speaker, how did we get here?
The other side—and you are hearing
from them—took control of the place.
In 4 years, the spending went un-
checked. The debt rose from $9 billion
to now $17 trillion. They are asking for
another trillion dollars to continue the
spending unchecked to continue the in-
debtedness.

We can and we should come together
to resolve this; but at some point, you
have to be responsible as a parent, as a
Member of Congress, as citizens to hold
the line, to stop the spending, and to
put a check on indebtedness to the fu-
ture.

Barack Obama voted against raising
the debt limit when he was a Senator
and said that not addressing the debt
was a lack of leadership.

——

PUT THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE FIRST

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the dead-
line for preventing the United States
from defaulting on our debt is growing
closer, and the need to act is more crit-
ical.

The truth is, Mr. Speaker, we don’t
know the full extent of the damage
that our Nation’s economy would suf-
fer.

But here is what we do know: a de-
fault would mean higher interest rates
for over 278,000 New Yorkers with mort-
gages, a loss of disability benefits for
over 100,000 New York veterans, and the
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threat of being unable to pay Social
Security and Medicare drug reimburse-
ments to over 3,000 New Yorkers.

Mr. Speaker, the argument by some
in this Chamber that defaulting on our
debt wouldn’t be a big deal is out-
rageous. Putting the full faith and
credit of our Nation—not to mention
the strength of the world economy—on
the line simply to prove a political
point is both reckless and irrespon-
sible. This House must put the best in-
terests of the American people first
and avert this disaster so we can get
back to rebuilding this economy and
nation-building right here at home.

———

DEBT CEILING

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, this mad-
ness has got to stop. Yesterday, I heard
from a local homeless shelter in
Irvington, New Jersey, that is strug-
gling to provide for the overwhelming
number of homeless new mothers.
These are new mothers who can’t feed
their babies now that their WIC bene-
fits have been cut off.

Because of the government shut-
down, homeless shelters across New
Jersey are running low on baby for-
mula, diapers, and the food they need
to feed these mothers and their new-
born babies. This kind of story is
shameful, and it is happening all over
New Jersey.

The pain I see in my district is very
real, and it could get a whole lot worse.
If we choose not to pay our bills on
time, 1%2 million people in New Jersey
may not get their Social Security
checks; 50,000 disabled veterans in New
Jersey may not get their medical bills
paid.

Congress has two simple jobs right
now: one, to open the government; and,
two, to pay our bills on time.

These are nonnegotiable. The Repub-
lican Tea Party shouldn’t hold this
country hostage.

Let’s get to fixing America’s prob-
lems again instead of creating them.

———
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BAN THE BOMB

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, it is incomprehen-
sible to reasonable men and women ev-
erywhere that our colleagues across
the aisle are threatening to nuke the
American economy by refusing to raise
the debt ceiling unless their demands
are met. This is irresponsible and reck-
less behavior. ‘““Nuke’’ is the right word
to use here. As Warren Buffett noted
recently, even the threat of default
should be likened to nuclear weapons
too terrible to ever use.

Allowing the U.S. to default on its
obligations, whether it be an interest
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payment on a Treasury bond, a check
due to a Social Security recipient, or
money due to a Federal contractor so
they can pay their workers, would have
a cataclysmic effect on our economy
and would be felt around the world. It
would be a mistake that would impov-
erish a generation and haunt us for a
decade, and there could be no second
opportunity to get it right.

Anyone who dismisses how great a
disaster a default would be should not
be taken seriously. They should not be
listened to or given a seat at the table
where responsible decisions are made.
Let’s open up the government now.

————
TIME FOR SOLUTIONS

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, America
simply has a spending problem. That
much is clear. Our national debt stands
at nearly $17 trillion; $17 trillion. Let
that number sink in for a moment.

Is it that kind of legacy that we want
to pass on to our children and grand-
children?

This year alone our national deficit
is projected to be around $700 billion,
and that is despite the President’s $600
billion tax increase this year. In fact,
the government is going to collect
more revenue this year than it has ever
taken in before. How much sense does
that make?

What is being done to address the
real driver of our debt—runaway Wash-
ington spending? House Republicans
want commonsense spending cuts and
reforms. We want everyone treated
fairly under ObamaCare, no special
treatment, especially for big corpora-
tions or for Members of Congress. We
want a secure economic future for all
Americans. It is time to act. It is time
for real solutions.

————
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY ISSUES

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, as a senior Texan
on the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, I am very con-
cerned about the transportation safety
issues created by the Republican gov-
ernment shutdown. For example, avia-
tion safety is in peril as the Federal
Aviation Administration has fur-
loughed approximately 1,700 safety in-
spectors and drastically limited air-
craft maintenance. These types of safe-
ty risks created by the Republican gov-
ernment shutdown are intolerable.

Further, the National Transportation
Safety Board has been forced to fur-
lough more than 90 percent of its staff.
As a result, it has not been able to con-
tinue investigating deadly transpor-
tation incidents nor initiate new inves-
tigations of accidents that have oc-
curred since the Republican govern-
ment shutdown began.
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